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Introduction to MoonArra:  

Founded by Bangalore 
based guitarist and 
composer Jagadeesh 
Ramanujam Mudambi & 
Vocalist songwriter, 
Madhuri Jagadeesh,  
MoonArra meaning “three 
streams”  was formed in 
2006 as a fusion of the 
interaction and collective 
influences of Indian 
Classical, European 
Classical, Jazz and World 
Music Influences of its 

core members. MoonArra’s mission has always been to collaborate and connect with musicians and audiences worldwide, 
bringing the message of peace and harmony, goodwill and 
tolerance in today’s environment. 

 

MoonArra has performed internationally in significant jazz 
festivals and concerts overseas across Asia, Arica and Europe. 



MoonArra has had 10  international overseas concert performance tours since its inception in 2009. 

MoonArra’s most recent was a successful concert tour of Europe June 2023  spanning 5 Countries – Sweden, Germany, 
Austria, Italy & Hungary – 10 concerts in 10 cities, 3 workshops and a album recording.  In all MoonArra collaborated 
with 25 musicians. 

 

 

 

EUROPE 

• Concert and festival tour of Europe June 2023 
– Sweden, Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary – 10 
cities, 10 concerts, 3 workshops and an album 
recording “Kamanabillu”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2 – Concert at Gothenberg Redberg Theater 

June 4 – Concert at the Barn, Gothenberg 

June 8 – Album live recording 

June 13 – Workshop and concert at Nuremberg Music 
University Germany 

June 14 – Concert at KQA Kempten Germany 

June 16 – Concert at Baden Square, Vienna 

June 17 – Concert at Hobi Raum, Baden 

June 19 – Concert at Milan Arts Center, Italy 

June 20 – Concert at San Vittorio, Bologna, Italy. 

June 22 – Pannonhalma Jazz Festival, Gyor. Hungary 

June 25 – Concert at Byatorbagy Town Hall, Budapest, 
Hungary. 



MoonArra’s Significant International 
Festival  Performances -  

• Concert Tour and workshop in Vienna & 
Szentendre, Hungary 2018 

• Two week Exchange program in May 2017 at  
ZHDK Switzerland and “Concert for Change” 

• Concert Tour of Zurich, Vienna, Budapest, 
Krakow Poland 2017 

• Concert Tour of Vienna, Baden, Austria & Dublin, 
Ireland in 2016 

AFRICA 

• Tanjazz 2015 International "Jazz of 5 Continents 
Festival" and India Meets Africa at Tangiers, 
Morocco Sep 8 to 14 2015. 

ASIA 

• Java Jazz Festival in Indonesia March5-8 
2009 

• Bangkok Jazz Festival March 10-15 2010  
• Invited by internationally renowned 

drummer Lewis Pragasam to perform at the 
inaugural of Little India in Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia on Oct 28 2010.  

• Asiabeat Anthology Launch in KL Malaysia in 
Dec 2012 



• Delhi International Jazz Festival on Mar 17 2012 

MoonArra’s  collaborations with musicians:  

India 

• Prakash Sontakke – Slide Guitar, Hindustani Vocals 
• Karthik Mani – Drums, percussion, konnakol 
• Vid. Sukkanya Ramagopal - Ghatam 
• Mythili Anantharaman – Indian Classical Vocals 
• Jataveda Banerjee – Indian Classical Vocals 
• Adarsh Shenoy – Tabla 
• Madhu Chapai – Flute (Banduri) 
• Milind Date – Flute (Bansuri) 
• Indonesia 
• Gilang Ramadhan - Drums 
• Malaysia  
• Lewis Pragasam – Drums 
• Japan  
•  Haruyo Kimura 
• Vienna/Austria: 
• Peter Natterer – Saxophone 
• Phillipine Duchene – Pianist 
• Richard Barnert – Bass 
• Reinhardt Winkler – Drums 
• Uli Pesendorfer – Drums 
• USA  

Phil Scarff – Saxophone 

 

Germany 

Magnus Dauner – Drums 

Alex Bayer – Bass 

Italy  

Nicola Baroni – Cello 

Ricardo – Sax 

Jamal – Violin 

Yaya  Dembla- Kora 

Irene Robbins– Piano, Vocalist 

Tim Daniels – Clarinet 

Francois – Bass 

Leo Gandolfo - Drums 

Hungary 

Norbert Kael – Pianist 

Andras Lakatos – Drums 

Hoppal Mihaly – Bass 

Sweden 

Biggi Vinkeloe – Saxophone/Flute 

Annika Tornqvist – Bass 

Vanja Holm – Drums 

• Africa 
• Moriera Chonguica (Maputo)– Saxophone 
• Gnawa Ben Abdellah (Tangiers, Morocco)-  

 



•  

 

Brief Bios: 

Jagadeesh M.R(Jagadeesh 
Ramanujam Mudambi) –
  Guitar player, composer and 
founder of MoonArra, 
Jagadeesh is an experienced 
guitarist performing with pop, 
rock, jazz and fusion ensembles 
for three decades. Playing both 
nylon classical 
guitar and 
electric steel 
string guitar, 
Jagadeesh, with 
his band 
MoonArra, beside
s collaborating for 
a long time with 
Dr. Prakash 
Sontakke & 
Karthik Mani, has 
also performed 
with 
international 
Malaysia based 
drummer Lewis 



Pragasam and Asiabeat, Indonesian drummer Gilang 
Ramadhan, reputed santoor maestro Pt. Tarun 
Bhattacharya and his ensemble,Carnatic vocalist 
Ramamani, ghatam vidwan virtuoso Smt. Sukanya 
Ramagopal, Australia based guitarist Tommy Smith, 
Khanjira Vidwan Amrit, flautists Pt. Milind Date and 
Vidwan Ravichandra Kollur, percussionist Muthu 
Kumar, jazz guitarist Gerard Machado, Goa based 
percussionist Carlos Gonsalves amongst others. His 
interest in flamenco music led him to Spain where he 
spent a month studying under Juan Maria Paul in 
Sevilla.  Jagadeesh also developed an interest in playing 
the Oud after a trip to Cairo, Egypt. As Head of Events at 
Radio Indigo (till 2008) Jagadeesh was instrumental in 
conceptualising a number of international quality 
concert events,  reviving and putting together what is 
arguably Bangalore's finest and one of India's best Jazz 
Festivals - The Indigo & Blues Festival in 2007 - and in 
2009 a 3 Day Jazz Festival at the UB City for the 
Bengaluru Habba.  Jagadeesh continues to network with musicians both locally and internationally as part of his events 
interest.   

Music Education & Curation 

Jagadeesh is the Director of the Bangalore School of Music, heading the Jazz & Contemporary music Dept., Music Relations, 

concerts, events, programming,  since 2016 after the BSM Founder’s demise. Starting with Operations and handling both 

academics and cultural areas of the institution, Jagadeesh successfully revived the East West Music & Dance Encounter, a 

long standing festival of the School, and held cultural events, workshops, master classes and concerts across Bangalore for 

an entire month from as many as 100 visiting overseas jazz and classical artists. 



In the same year Jagadeesh started the Contemporary and Jazz Department at BSM introducting drums, wind 

instruments, guitar and piano faculty. In 2017, Jagadeesh led a four member delegation on a two week invitation to visit 

and familiarize with the Pedagogy and greater music learning at Zurich University for The Arts, Switzerland. 

Jagadeesh is part of an International jury for the successful Seven Virtual Global Jazz Contest Italy, now in its 7th edition, a 
global contest to tap into talented jazz musicians all over 
the world.    

Jagadeesh is a official endorsee of Godin Guitars (Canada).  

Jagadeesh is involved both in the educational and cultural 

spaces of jazz in Bangalore since more than ten years 

having curated successful jazz festivals, , Indo German Jazz 

Week, International Jazz Day UNESCO and its message of 

“Jazz for Peace and Goodwill and inter-cultural dialogue 

and presence of Jazz in education, science and culture to 

name a few. Curently Jagadeesh has been curating 14 

Editions of Café Jazz Sessions, a monthly event with jazz 

musicians participating to increase the awareness of jazz 

and to mentor younger musicians in the improvisation and 

Social Media 

Web; 

http://www.moonarra.com 

Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/moonarra 

Instagram 

Moonarra_world_fusion 

 

http://www.moonarra.com/
http://www.facebook.com/moonarra


creative process of jazz, with workshops and performances.  Jagadeesh also curates and programmes in clubs and pubs 

with a view to provide commercial opportunities for musicians in Bangalore. Jagadeesh continues to network with 

musicians and organisations both locally and internationally as part of his events interest. 

 

 

Madhuri Jagadeesh–  A Masters in World Literature.,Singer songwriter and co founder of MoonArra, Madhuri’s vocals has 
influences from all over the world, but rooted in India.  She began singing in school operatas and small musical 
productions since she was eight years old. She’s also been singing professionally since she was eighteen. She’s always 
loved the open sound of jazz and finds it the most inclusive form of music and a universal mode of communication. 
Madhuri has found a niche in world music and is constantly 

MoonArra’s video and music links: 

Youtube:  

https://youtu.be/-ERqCkclYLU 

https://youtu.be/OkswmfNhFho 

https://youtu.be/h8CAFUr7ECo 

https://youtu.be/_xRh96ig7rM 

https://youtu.be/_xRh96ig7rM 

https://youtu.be/r3HpiJd9Tek?si=ruUQ4zUsxydf1mLU 

 

Music 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15cxy2KhuvY05u_
WVdpcOeQImn2nePPCm?usp=sharing 

 

 

https://youtu.be/-ERqCkclYLU
https://youtu.be/OkswmfNhFho
https://youtu.be/h8CAFUr7ECo
https://youtu.be/_xRh96ig7rM
https://youtu.be/_xRh96ig7rM
https://youtu.be/r3HpiJd9Tek?si=ruUQ4zUsxydf1mLU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15cxy2KhuvY05u_WVdpcOeQImn2nePPCm?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15cxy2KhuvY05u_WVdpcOeQImn2nePPCm?usp=sharing


looking to expand the scope and possibilities of this genre with new influences and sounds from around the world as she 
travels. Her other interests include fine arts, performing arts, applied arts and she's been in the field of training, learning 
and development as a consultant and has conducted developmental programmes in corporates, corporations, 
organisations and institutions.  She has an understanding of Indian Classical and Western Classical Music and uses both 
in her exploration of jazz and world music.  A vocalist and songwriter, Madhuri has conceived and created significant 
concert productions for MoonArra such as Operaaga, Raagas Round Midnight, Women Aah Men, The Cosmic Tree.  The 
second edition of Operaaga was also successfully produced in Italy (Milan and Bologna June 2023) in collaboration with 
Italian musician Nicola Baroni and his ensemble. 

Madhuri was also recently featured in an interview with Swedish based musician Biggi Vinkeloe in the first edition of 
Turnaround Magazine, run by Washington based jazz musician Amy Bormet and her foundation Washington Women in 
Jazz.  The edition also featured an interview with jazz icon Dee Dee Bridgewater.  Madhuri was also featured on Joan 
Cartwright’s Women in Jazz Global radio podcast for women who perform and compose their own music and presented 
two of her compositions. 

Concert Performance:  MoonArra’s stage performance is between 45 mins to 2 hours duration of Indian Classical-Jazz-
World fusion music. The music is original, also interpretations, unique and involves a set format as well as improvisation, 
engagement and interaction, to strike a balance between art and entertainment.  MoonArra’s music aims to show the 
relationship between Indian and Western music, the relationship to world forms, using jazz as a universal, inclusive genre 
of music encompassing everything.  

CONTACT; 

Jagadeesh Mudambi Ramanujam 

No. 9, “The Grove” Ambedkarnagar Road 

Whitefield, Bangalore – 560066 

INDIA. Phone : +919844245577 

www.moonarra.com 

http://www.moonarra.com/

